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Outstanding community and technical college students honored  
during All-Alabama Academic Team Recognition Program 

 
MONTGOMERY – “Your life is a book, and it can be a best seller,” said Alabama Community 
College System (ACCS) Chancellor Freida Hill as she praised some of the state’s top students 
during the 2011 All-Alabama Academic Team Recognition Program in Montgomery, Ala. 
Thursday night. 

“Every one of you has an interesting story to tell. Tonight, you’re turning another page, and 
perhaps you’ve begun the next chapter,” added Hill. 
 
Forty-nine All-Alabama students, representing 25 of Alabama’s community and technical 
colleges, were honored for their exceptional academic achievement, distinguished leadership, 
and community service before an audience of nearly 400 that included their parents and 
families; college presidents, deans and faculty from throughout the ACCS; and other guests. 
 
All-Alabama Academic Team students are nominated by their respective colleges. Students 
selected must possess a minimum GPA of 3.25, be involved in campus activities and have 
completed a minimum of 12 semester hours at the institution. All have plans to further their 
education. 
 
“I feel a sense of personal pride in your achievements,” said Hill, a product of a community college 
herself. “I know how hard you have worked to get here.” 
 
Reflecting on her own experience, Hill added, “I know that it can sometimes take longer to reach 
your dreams than you originally expected. So this moment is a very good start, but it is by no 
means the end of your journey.” 

 
Alabama State Board of Education member Ms. Ella Bell, representing District V, praised the 
Alabama Community College System’s administrators, faculty and staff for their commitment to 
excellence.  
 
“We have to do great things for our children. I thank you for your support in providing a strong 
foundation for our students, so they can go on to do great things for the rest of their lives,” said 
Bell.  
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Justin Randolph, a sophomore at Bevill State Community College in Jasper, Ala., was named the 
New Century Scholar. The New Century Scholar is chosen as the top student for their state based 
on his or her score for the national All-USA program. New Century Scholars represent their state 
this year at the opening session of the American Association of Community Colleges Convention 
in New Orleans, La. in April. 

 
“I never dreamed in a million years I would be representing my community college, much less the 
whole state. It’s an honor to go to New Orleans and represent Alabama,” said Randolph. “I can’t 
wait for the next part of my life!” 
  

 
Randolph, from Vernon, Ala., has a 4.0 GPA and is pursuing a Pre-Professional Associate 
Degree at Bevill State. Currently a volunteer at DCH Regional Medical Center in Tuscaloosa in 
the Neurology Department, Randolph’s plans for the future include a medical career in neurology.  
 
“I couldn’t have done any of it without the support of my college and the people that helped me to 
get this far,” said Randolph. “I don’t feel like we get enough credit for being the products of the 
community college system. We can hang in there with the big boys,” said Randolph.  
 
Most students in Alabama begin their college careers in a community college. Community 
colleges allow students to stay close to home, get a strong academic foundation in a student-
focused environment with small classes, and benefit from flexible class schedules, much lower 
tuition rates and an articulation agreement that guarantees their coursework will transfer to any 
public college or university within the state. Today, more than half of all freshmen and 
sophomores in Alabama are enrolled in one of the state’s public two-year colleges. 
 
Several members of this year’s team were also honored by the Coca-Cola Scholars Foundation, 
which in 2009 established the Coca-Cola All-State Community College Academic Team Program. 
The program provides up to $450,000 in stipends. Four students recognized as Gold Scholars 
received $1,500, and a Bronze Scholar received $1,000. All scholars received special medallions 
and will be listed in USA Today this month.  

 
The All-Alabama Academic Team Recognition Program was founded in 1995 to complement the 



All-USA National Academic Team Program sponsored by USA Today, Phi Theta Kappa Honor 
Society, and the American Association of Community Colleges. 
 
For more information about the Alabama Community College System, go to www.accs.cc or 
visit us at www.facebook.com/theACCS. 

 
### 

2011 AllAlabama Academic Team 

 

College  Student  Student 

Alabama Southern Community College  Taylor Chandler  Robert McKinley 

Bevill State Community College  Abby Barnett  Justin Randolph 

Bishop State Community College  Kimberly Madison  Karen Payne 

Calhoun Community College  Thomas Lawles  Katie McGinnis 

Central Alabama Community College  Corie Leigh Bounds  Matthew James Lock 

Chattahoochee Valley Community College  Kizzie Stephens  Philip Tirado 

Jefferson Davis Community College  Laura Bonds  Thaddeus Evans 

Drake State Technical College  Ja‐Me‐S Ali  Desiree Galloway 

Enterprise State Community College  Kelcie Hathcock  Wesley Hunko 

Faulkner State Community College  Haylee Black   Megan Smith 

Gadsden State Community College  Sunnie Norris  Sarah Wiedeman 

Jefferson State Community College  Laura Poythress  Adam Stoner 

Lawson State Community College  Peter Corcoran  Leslie Ellison 

Marion Military Institute  Mason Tedesco  NA 

Northeast Alabama Community College  Gwendolyn Wooten  Marvin Standekar 

Northwest‐Shoals Community College  Martha Hall  Kasie Frederick 

Reid State Technical College  John Croley  Laushaun Watson 

Shelton State Community College  Malia Bunt  Cody Osmer 

Snead State Community College  Grant Bearden  Megan Biddle 

Southern Union State Community College  Mary Carol Barks  Brian Carey 

Trenholm State Technical College  Shannon Caton  Roderick Thornton 

Wallace Community College – Dothan   Susie Burch  Whitney Davis 

Wallace Community College – Hanceville  Parrish Chase Carpenter  Michael  Kevin 

Schafer, Jr.  



Wallace Community College – Selma  Richard Baker  Amy Gamble 

L.B. Wallace Community College  Brittany Brooks  Weslee Massey 

 

 


